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“I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the people; for to you 
is born this day in the city of David a Savior,  who is Christ the Lord “ (Luke 2:10-11)
Behold, dear brothers and sisters, this year again we await the glorious Feast of the Nativity of the Prince of peace – Christ Emanuel.  This Feast, an angel announced foremost as the Feast of joy.  The joyous shout, “Peace from God – Christ is Born!” expresses the essence of our Christian faith and the program of our life. Therefore, we in the Western American Diocese celebrate the Nativity of the awaited Messiah, Christmas, in a most festive way with joyous hymns and songs, and by sending you our Festal greetings and prayerful wishes along with our gratitude for your support!

The God-man and Savior of the world, Jesus Christ, was born from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, above natural laws, in the city of Bethlehem in Judea, not far from Jerusalem, during the reign of the Roman Emperor Augustus and Judean King Herod. However, in the Liturgical life of the Church, the God-Child Christ is born anew each year, and truly enters and dwells in the hearts and the whole being of all those who are open to His Eternal Community of love and freedom.  It is only He – the New Born Child of Bethlehem, who can bring true peace, harmony, unity of the faith and love, God’s will, and good will among the people.  Only He can bring a new spiritual birth to a man and to all humankind.  Only He can restore the entire creation of God… 
The God-child Jesus is not looking for our Christmas atmosphere to be filled with external, passing radiance, but rather with authentic, eternal illumination and rebirth of our souls and hearts through authentic personal-communal living with God who became Emanuel (=God Who is with us).  We live in a world that lacks compassion in human relationships.  We live in a world in which hegemonics have no understanding for our suffering Serbian Orthodox brothers and sisters in Kosovo and Metohija.  In such a world, many are hurt, hungry, and suffer injustice. The sin of individualism continues to disrupt the unity of humankind, while the consumer hedonism hinders the establishment of a just society.  Let us then pray to the Prince of peace for the consolation of all suffering and for those longing for God, most especially for our people in Kosovo and Metohija, so that they too, along with us, may experience the Nativity’s joy, peace and solace.          
Proclaiming with angels and shepherds the cosmic joy: “Glory be to God in the highest and on earth peace, good will toward men!” (Luke 2:14), we Orthodox Christians confess that for us there is only one Ruler of history, One Ordainer and One Pantocrator, the One and the Only One Who was, Who is, and Who will come.  (Revelation 4:8)  We believe that He, the New Born King Christ, will become more visible in the world in which we dwell insofar as we radiate as His true witnesses.
The content of this miraculous event of salvation is epitomized in the ancient Nativity salutation and blessing, with which we also greet and congratulate the Nativity of Christ to all who fittingly celebrate it:

Peace From God – Christ Is Born!
May the New Year of Our Lord 2008 Be Blessed!

Your intercessor before God-Child Christ,
Bishop Maxim
