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THE TRANSFER OF ARCHIMANDRITE SEBASTIAN’S RELICS

The headstone and “prayer box” that were placed over the vault containing
Fr. Sebastian’s relics. St. Sava Church, Jackson.

live forever in God. This, Christ’s “trampling down death by death,”
was the central point of the very Gospel that Fr. Sebastian had devoted
his life to preaching and spreading, thus enabling countless others to
gain eternal life in Christ as well.

When the ossuary had been placed in the vault, a concrete lid was
placed over the vault, and on top of it was placed a marble headstone.
On the headstone were inscribed the words that had been previously
written on Fr. Sebastian’s gravestone in Zhicha: “The First American
Serbian Orthodox Apostle.” At the bottom of the new headstone were
added words anticipating Fr. Sebastian’s listing in the Calendar of
Saints: “Holy Apostle Sebastian, pray for us!”

Behind the headstone had been placed a large, upright, hardwood
“prayer box,” also made by Paul Sharp. On the front of it was inscribed
a verse from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians which Fr. Sebastian
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St. Sava Church, Jackson, California. Photograph taken in 2005.

had taken as his motto in his missionary labors: “Speak the Truth in
Love” (cf. Eph. 4:15). Below that was a verse from the Psalms of Da-
vid: “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His Saints” (Ps.
115:6). In the conviction that Fr. Sebastian is indeed among the saints,
a slot was made in the top of the hardwood box, so that the faithful
could put in it written requests for Fr. Sebastian’s heavenly
intercessions.

The site of Fr. Sebastian’s relics in the St. Sava Church in Jackson is
now a place of pilgrimage for Orthodox Christians throughout Amer-
ica and the world. Together with the relics, the church treasures the
miracle-working “Jackson Icon of the Mother of God,” which was do-
nated by the church’s first hierarch, Bishop Nicholas (Ziorov) around
the time of its consecration.
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As Bishop Irinej indicated in his sermon, we now await Fr.
Sebastian’s formal glorification. The interment of his remains within
the walls of the St. Sava Church, and the glorious spiritual celebration
that surrounded it, may be seen as a step toward this yet-more-glorious
moment. In the meantime, hierarchs of the Serbian Orthodox
Church, together with hierarchs of other Local Orthodox Churches,
have given their “Amen” to the cry that has sprung from the hearts of
the faithful: “Holy Father Sebastian, pray to God for us!”

Notes on the Veneration of Righteous Ones:

Bishop Irinej of Australia and New Zealand has noted that venera-
tion of righteous ones in the Church proceeds from God’s revelation:
“God reveals the sanctity of the person’s life, which evolves into local
veneration by the faithful. In turn, that which God has revealed is
crowned by the Church with a formal proclamation of glorification.”

Bishop Maxim of Western America writes concerning the venera-
tion of righteous ones before their formal glorification: “In the Ortho-
dox Church, veneration for a holy person is initiated by the pleroma of
the Church—the clergy and the faithful. Usually veneration entails a
concurrence of local respect and synodal recognition. Sometimes the
faithful begin to ask the holy person’s intercessions on the local level,
and later Orthodox hierarchs, based on what the people of God have
already proclaimed through this veneration, make a conciliar decision
to enter the name of the holy person in the Calendar of Saints (which
is the Orthodox tradition)—an act commonly known as ‘canonization’
or ‘glorification.” Before the canonization, the Church does not cele-
brate services in honor of the holy person. Not infrequently, however,
the faithful ask that person’s heavenly intercessions, paint ‘pre-canon-
ization’ iconographic portraits of him, and in some cases even call him
‘saint’ (which means ‘holy’). Such was the case with St. Nicholai of
Zhicha, who was called ‘saint’ by the faithful long before his name was
entered into the Calendar of Saints by the Holy Assembly of Serbian
Orthodox Bishops in 2003.”
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‘The (ondition
of Society

By Archimandrite Sebastian Dabovich,
from his book Preaching in the Russian Church,
San Francisco, 1899.

HOW LoNG will it thus go on! When will the baptized become ac-
tive Christians, so that the pastors may give their attention to
the conversion of the heathen? What a terrible battle we must fight.
Already the fire of hell is in the world. Great cities are multiplying
throughout the land. The farmer, as the word is defined in our dictio-
naries, is a thing of the past. It is now the land-owner with a mansion
in the city, a yacht on the sea, and with a private train across the conti-
nent. There are comparatively but a few laborers in the fields—too
poor to support families. The quiet country homes are becoming few,
shall I say precious? I fear not so, because people are fast losing their
ability to rightly estimate the value of things. Most of the cities in all
the world are overcrowded. The female portion of the population is
most conspicuous. A stupid craze after unwholesome fashions is the
one all-absorbing passion of the majority of women. There is no room
for gardens and yards; most of the children in San Francisco are actu-
ally brought up in the streets. Oh, how few of them feel the blessed in-
fluence of a Christian home! Young men and young women are
continually “on the go,” as they say. And this “go” is a nervous, un-
steady rush to “keep up with the times.” And after all their hurry noth-
ing is left but steam and vapor, for they are empty, as empty as the
changing and vanishing world can be. Yet they fret and inquire:
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“Where shall we go to and what shall we see? What shall we do? Oh!
what can we do?” If you promenade along the broad avenue or pass
through the narrow lane, if you visit the meeting halls in the city or
look into the factories, everywhere you see that same all-devouring
gaze of the bold young woman, who stares with a kind of artificial
movement of the eyes. And sometimes you hear even so-called Chris-
tians say that it is a weakness of character in one who has the downcast
eyes of modesty, the blush of innocence. Such people do not know the
live sense and fine impulse of a pure conscience. When a young man
puffs tobacco smoke or shows his teeth with a disapproving smile in
the presence of and at the conversation of older people, then society is
wrong; something is the matter with his family.

In view of all this, beloved, the preacher of the Word of God is
obliged by a terrible oath he has given before he received the gift in Ap-
ostolic succession at his ordination, to present to you the whole of the
Truth, not a part of it.

The number of unmarried people is increasing. And there are some
married people who say: “We do not want children, because we want
to have as much pleasure as possible.” This is a false position, for in a
Christian marriage one kind of pleasure is not allowed continually.
Christians marry for the sake of God and His law as much as they do
for themselves. But Christians who remain single renounce marriage
and live holy for the sake of God and Him alone. Thus we find that
the family tie is abused, as well as the single state. Courtship of young
people just out of school is not to be advised, because it often leads to
debauchery. A courtship running through long years also gives occa-
sion to sin and a species of wrongdoing to God, for the heart and its
love are stolen from God and thrown away on a man.

Throughout all the long centuries of Christianity there have been
in the Church heroic members, young people of both sexes, who by
the grace of God have kept their souls pure and intact, and have dedi-
cated to the honor of God the noblest attribute of their human life,
namely, an untarnished purity of soul and body. Such persons have
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had the courage and such unbounded confidence in God’s assistance
that, although living in the world and its dangers, though threatened
by the cravings of their own individual passions and by the tempta-
tions of the devil, yet they have succeeded bravely in preserving this
treasure even in a frail earthen vessel, have carried it uninjured through
life’s long journey here below, and have finally presented it to their
Lord.

Christian heroes and heroines, you who have imitated or who still
do imitate the sublime example of the Most Blessed Virgin, the
Church admires your spirit of sacrifice as she does that of the holy
martyrs, who in a few hours finished their contest and proved their fi-
delity to God and their faith; because you have to combat, to suffer,
and to sacrifice your whole life through. With joy and veneration do
the angels look down upon you, for you resemble themselves. With
motherly affection and with mighty power does the Holy Virgin Mary
when you earnestly pray throw her sheltering omophorion around
you, for you are her pupils and imitators. With the sweetness of divine
love the heavenly Bridegroom will fill your heart and more than com-
pensate you for the fleeting, transient, worldly love that you have laid
down at His feet. The eternal Judge will find you waiting like the wise
and prudent virgins who all through life carry in their hands the pure
oblation of love and the burning light of good example. Therefore,
faithful to the end, He will invite you to the eternal wedding feast in
heaven. Amen.
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