For where your treasure is
there your heartwillbe alko

Attention and gravity attached to the fnancil and econom iC CrsE
that afect the whok world, are the best ndicators ofwhat s the burden of
the contemporary man. The word crsk itselFmeans the judgment so the
new created situation can be nerpreted as a kind of judgment of the
cond ition our contem porary socety happen © be n, and n the same time it
B an occason Tor the man ofthat socety ofours, t meet,  recognie and
o transfyure rhs true desgnation.

Money and property — ownership, are not the probkem i iself
However they become so at the momentthey cease © be the ownership and
become owners. That B, when man fik t© control money, and by
neg Igence allows the money t© controlhim and burdens hs heartand m ind.
The property B something man can lbve, buthe should not be Im ited and
enshved by it because he was not created © be the skhve ofmatier, but by
hie free will and action accept that same creation and ofer it o God for
consecration. The Holy Apostk Paul teaches us aboutthatand says:

“All tings are lawtil Br me, butall ings are nothelpfl All tings are
law il Br me, butiwill notbe broughtunder tie power ofany.”’(1Cor. 6:12)

h other words, the Apostk of Chrst B nviting us © change our
surviving — that s how our everyday i looks lke — and transform it no
the T liness oFlik here and as soon as now, witch becomes attamnablk only
when we start going by the narrow path, the ascetic way, and where, no
matier how paradoxical km ghtsound, only then the whok breadth oflik B
reveakd. Through such ascetic — gratefl reltion © property the man B
being lberated, filkd with joy, becomes holerand richer. And in the Ik of
the Church that happen on each Liturgy, where the fathl “X. commend
our selves, and one another, and our whok It unto Chrst our God.””
Knowing that only m Him, they, and everything they have B becom ing
etemal

So from the experence, the words oF St John Chrysostom become
ckar, that ““The pour B not one who does not recewe, but one that has
nothing © gwe!”” h that manner the ownership cease © be enslving and
preoccupying and becomes the expression of bbve through gwving and
kaving 0 others. h otherwords, only n a bkssed relation to property man



becomes aware thatthe property B his and he has the power to dspose ofit
— norder o be abk © give he has to own it frst So, only the one having
own property can truly have the power ofgwving. The giving does not
dim nsh the property butmagnify it This does notconcem only the matral
goods but something much more sgnificant — the Iife ofman mself he
values and g reatness are recognized only through s value ofgving.

Even n the cres that we are facng, B an occason Pr the
manikestation ofman and his defined person, the way it B n the conscence
ofthe Orthodox Chrstians. The man oFChrst B notwell o do citzen who
by walk protected his personal rghts and who lives n a wellgroomed socil
‘dgnity’; the way one ofthe contmporary teacher ofthe Church would
say. The T llhess ofthe humanity B seen fastofall n Him who kde down
hie Ik Porus and n all those who ©llowed Hm through the centuries and
who are doing it even today: Sants, Martyrs and Ascetics. k B ckar,
through thewr exampk that only the man free of the passion for money,
ownership, the glbory and the recognition B the one who has the Iie ofjoy
and nner freedom. That B one who lives n the Tiliness oflie. Th s does not
mean that the one who B Iving “n Spint’”’, “n Chret” B notaware ofhs
fkesh and B counting only on some non matrile kmentofhie exstnce. On
the contrary, he B particpating n the real Irfk ofsocety trying, kad by the
Holy Spint © free him selfof love Pr possessons, to free him selfor
others and because ofothers n order 0 be free for the freedom of lik or
witch Chrst liberated him. (Gal 5:1). Chrstthe Lord and God who “became
man so thatman can become god!””
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